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WELCOME TO 
OPEN STUDY 
COLLEGE 
We are delighted that you are considering  
joining us to study and take pleasure in 
welcoming you to our family.

Open Study College is one of the UK’s  
leading distance learning colleges. We provide 
professionally recognised qualifications and 
courses that enable you to study at your own 
pace, in your own environment.

With distance learning, you are in control.  
Our unique study experience allows people  
like you to balance learning alongside your  
busy lifestyle, studying for as many or as  
little hours as you wish. 

You won’t be alone throughout your study 
journey, we’re here to support you every step 
of the way. You will have an experienced tutor 
on hand to answer any of your course-related 
questions, and our friendly student services 
team is only a telephone call away to help with 
any other queries you may have throughout  
your course. 

We offer over 700 courses varying from 
accounting and childcare to beauty therapy 
and psychology, so there is something for 
everyone. With people from around the world 
having already enrolled with us, we have helped 
thousands of people to improve their education 
and career prospects.

We pride ourselves on offering an excellent 
student experience, from enrolment and all  
the way throughout your studies. We’re thrilled  
to say we have a 4.8 star rating on Trustpilot 
thanks to our many happy learners, you can  
read some of our latest reviews here.

I hope you find a course that sparks your  
interest. We look forward to helping you to 
achieve your goals and ambitions.

Best wishes,

Samantha Rutter 
CEO, Open Study College
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https://www.openstudycollege.com/reviews?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus


4  |  Open Study College prospectus    www.openstudycollege.com  |  0330 311 4092

ABOUT US 
Open Study College are a distance learning 
college committed to helping people achieve  
their personal or career goals. We understand 
that life is busy, that’s why we offer

 
all designed to study around your existing work 
and life commitments. As a family-founded 
college, we think of everyone as an extended 
member of our family. Our team, our tutors and 
most importantly our learners.

OUR FAMILY STORY
Founded by father and daughter Mark and 
Samantha Rutter, with the support of their  
family, Open Study College has been  
operating since 2007.

Mark has decades of experience within the 
education industry, in particular distance learning. 
He is passionate about helping people better 
themselves and felt there could be so much 
more he could do to support learners, including 
offering higher-quality courses and tutor support. 
Together with his daughter, he decided to 
sacrifice a senior career, sell the family home 
and put everything into setting up Open Study 
College. The college has continued to grow 
over the years, as we started to write more and 
more courses and the demand for more flexible 
education increased. We now have a fantastic 
team of 50, including knowledgeable and friendly 
student services and education specialists, plus a 
nationwide team of expert tutors. 

Everyone’s learning journey, whatever that may 
be, is personal, different, exciting and sometimes 
difficult. We know that we are in the privileged 
position of being the enablers of positive life 
altering change. We are here to do what we can 

to help people achieve their goals and thrive 
in life - we are an expert, a friendly ear, a 24/7 
support and your wildly enthusiastic cheerleader! 
We will empower you to move forward with your 
goals and we will always have your best interests 
at the heart of what we do. We want to help you 
achieve your ambitions, and we will provide you 
with the excitement and encouragement you 
need throughout your journey with OSC.

To find out more about OSC, watch this video

OVER 700 COURSES

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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VALUES
Here at Open Study College, we live by 
three values.

AMBITION

EXCITEMENT

TOGETHERNESS

www.openstudycollege.com  |  0330 311 4092

WHAT WE STAND FOR
OUR MANIFESTO

We believe in people. We believe in second chances,  
and new beginnings. We believe in those who have  
the courage to change, the courage to take a different  
path towards a brighter future. So let’s do them  
proud. Helping them believe in their potential every  
single day. Giving them the confidence they need  
to be everything they can be, because independent  
learning is never done alone. We are all a part of it,  
and together, we can change lives.
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WHY CHOOSE OSC?
TRUSTED QUALIFICATIONS 
Accredited by nationally-recognised,  
independent awarding bodies, you can 
feel confident when studying towards your 
qualification. Benchmarked against the  
highest of industry standards, our courses  
could open the door to your dream career!

FULL TUTOR SUPPORT
Throughout your study journey, you will be 
provided with a specialist tutor, who will 
offer unlimited expert support and guidance 
throughout your chosen course. 

EXTERNALLY VERIFIED
With the seal of approval granted by  
external associations such as the Open  
and Distance Learning Quality Council,  
you can feel confident that you are  
studying with one of the UK’s largest  
and most trusted learning providers.

STUDENT PERKS
Once you have enrolled with us, you will  
receive a FREE XO student discounts 
membership, allowing you to enjoy a variety  
of exclusive student discounts on clothes,  
food, holidays and more.
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CAREER SUPPORT
We are invested in you and your career, that’s why 
when you enrol with OSC you’ll get access to  
a whole host of benefits to help you get the 
career you dream of, including:

Free CV critique service 
A strong CV that details your experience and 
education, including your OSC course, can  
help you land your dream job. This free service 
means you can get your CV reviewed with  
helpful pointers on what you could improve. 

Career guides  
We regularly write career guides for our website 
so you can find out more about various industries 
and how to get into certain jobs.

Employability guide  
Whether you’re applying for your first job, looking 
to jump back into the job market, or you just want 
to refresh your knowledge, our free employability 
guide will help.

CAREER KICKSTART PACKAGE
If you’re looking for help in getting your career 
off the ground, our Career Kickstart package 
can help. For £59.99 (or £49.99 if you’re enrolled 
with OSC), you’ll receive a video consultation to 
discuss your current situation, challenges and 
career goals. You’ll also receive a personal CV 
review and re-formatting help, assistance with 
creating your LinkedIn profile, and interview tips 
and technique advice.

Find out more about a Career Kickstart  
package here.

AFFORDABLE STUDY
Our affordable and competitive prices allow 
you to invest in your future without worry. 
We offer flexible monthly payment plans to 
enable you to spread the cost of learning 
across monthly, stress-free payments.

FLEXIBILITY AND CONVENIENCE
You are in control of your learning. You decide 
when, where and how you study. Unlike other 
colleges, there is no schedule and deadline 
pressure; fit your course around your current 
lifestyle and finish in your own time.

WIDE VARIETY OF COURSES
With over 700 courses available, we have  
a wide range of qualifications and options to 
suit everyone. From criminology to business 
and even health and social care, we offer 
multiple course levels to suit your needs and 
abilities, helping you to find your perfect fit.

MORE BENEFITS...

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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HOW 
DISTANCE 
LEARNING 
WORKS

A qualification can be the difference  
between getting your dream job and  
staying stuck in an employment rut. 

Distance learning simply takes location out  
of studying your course. You are still able to  
study a fully recognised and accredited course  
or qualification without actually having to attend  
a college.

Be in charge of your studies. This means you  
can study around your life commitments  
instead of fitting life around your learning.  
On each course page on our website, you’ll  
see we detail approximately how many study 
hours are required for each course, which  
should help you decide if it is achievable 
alongside your other commitments.

There are no scheduled classes to attend or a 
timetable to abide by. The courses are tailored 
for people who need to fit learning around their 
existing commitments.

Our courses are specifically designed to be 
studied from home. We have made it easy to 
study around your busy schedule using either  
a course pack or your smartphone, tablet or 
laptop to access our e-learning platform.

We understand that everyone learns in different 
ways and at a different pace, so with us, you can 
study your course on your own terms. With the 
exception of a few qualifications such as A Levels, 
GCSEs and Access to HE to name a few, there 
are no strict deadlines to contend with. Submit 
your coursework to your tutor in as much or  
as little time as you need and set your own  
study rules.

All of our qualifications are independently 
accredited by established awarding organisations 
to provide courses such as A Levels, GCSEs,  
and NCFE CACHE. It’s easier to get the job you 
want when you have an employer-recognised 
qualification.

Each independent awarding body performs 
detailed, rigorous checks to ensure our courses 
meet their high standards.

Distance learning doesn’t mean that you are on 
your own. Your dedicated, personal tutor is with 
you throughout your journey to offer unlimited 
support and advice when you need it. You’ll 
have full access to our online support and tutor 
helpdesk and our student services team is just  
a phone call away.
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QUALIFICATIONS
AAT 
The Association of Accounting Technicians  
(AAT) is one of the leading membership 
organisations for over 130,000 vocational 
accounting professionals. As a qualification, 
it provides highly sought-after practical and 
theoretical, real-world accounting knowledge  
and skills that employers will recognise  
and need.

ABE
The Association of Business Executives  
(ABE) is one of the UK’s leading non-profit 
organisations, with over 1.5 million business 
professionals having studied. Providing 
internationally-recognised qualifications, ABE 
provides a worldwide professional association 
for business executives and aims to improve 
business education for aspiring entrepreneurs.

ACCA
ACCA is the global body for professional 
accountants, and their qualifications are 
recognised and respected worldwide. 

Achieving an ACCA qualification not only  
proves your knowledge and expertise as  
an accountant, but also opens up a world  
of career progression as well as the benefits  
of ACCA membership.

Access to HE
Your stepping stone to higher education,  
our Access to HE Diploma is the perfect route 
into university for those returning to education. 
Equivalent to three A Levels, they are an 
alternative route to university if you don’t  
have traditional qualifications.

ActiveIQ 
ActiveIQ is a leading organisation for vocational 
and active learning in the UK. It provides 
professionally designed qualifications that 
promote careers in the active leisure and well-
being sectors from entry-level to more advanced 
courses to suit all needs and requirements.

A Level
A Levels are offered in a broad spectrum of 
subjects, and often act as a gateway to further 
academic studying. Our A Level courses are the 
same as you would study in a traditional college, 
provided by recognised examination boards  
such as AQA and Edexcel. They also provide  
the necessary UCAS points needed for university 
and act as a foundation to pursue the next stage 
of your career.
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CeMAP
The Certificate in Mortgage Advice and Practice 
(CeMAP) is the UK’s most widely recognised 
qualification awarded by the Institute of Financial 
Services. It provides you with the knowledge and 
training you need to meet regulatory standards in 
regards to advising customers on their property 
mortgage and lending options.

CIM
The Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM) are 
a world-renowned professional body with over 
100 years’ experience in supporting marketing 
professionals. Their qualifications are recognised 
globally and are considered the gold standard 
in the industry when it comes to marketing 
qualifications.

CIMA
A CIMA qualification will set you apart in the 
management accounting field. Covering not 
only management accounting practices but also 
financial accounting and business, you will gain  
a broad knowledge and range of accounting 
skills, giving you the flexibility to work in a wide 
range of finance roles.

CIPD
The Chartered Institute of Personnel and 
Development (CIPD) are a professional body for 
Human Resources and Learning Development 
Professionals. As the only body in the world 
that awards chartered status for HR and LD 
professionals, these courses are well respected 
and highly sought after by employers.

CMI
The Chartered Management Institute (CMI) 
is a specialist awarding body who offers a 
wide range of qualifications in management 
and leadership, coaching and mentoring and 
professional consulting. Their qualifications are 
ideal for practising and aspiring managers and 
are recognised throughout the UK.

CompTIA
The Computing Technology Industry Association 
is a non-profit organisation that is considered to 
be one of the most accredited trade associations, 
providing professionally designed courses for IT 
professionals and organisations worldwide. The 
courses provide you with the technical skills and 
confidence required to succeed in your IT career.
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MORE QUALIFICATIONS
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ICB
The Institute of Certified Bookkeepers (ICB)  
is one of the world’s leading bookkeeping 
organisations. Their established courses  
help students to gain the skills they need  
to become a bookkeeper. The recognised 
awarding organisation offers ongoing support  
for members to take advantage of and keep  
them up to date with the latest legislation.

GCSE
The General Certificate of Secondary  
Education (GCSE) is the UK’s most widely 
recognised certification for the end of secondary 
school education. It is often the entry-level 
requirement to further study, such as A Levels 
and apprenticeships.

IAB
The International Association of Bookkeepers 
(IAB) is the leading international and British 
professional association for qualified 
bookkeepers and small businesses.

ILM
The Institute of Leadership and Management 
(ILM) provide courses and qualifications 
to develop the knowledge, practical and 
interpersonal skills required to succeed in  
leading and motivating a team.

NCFE CACHE
NCFE are an educational charity and leader  
in technical and vocational learning with over  
170 years of education experience. NCFE’s  
range of CACHE courses and qualifications  
are highly accredited and recognised nationally, 
providing employers with the assurance that  
their employees have an exceptional 
understanding of their profession. 

PRINCE2
Projects In Controlled Environments (PRINCE2) 
is an accredited certification programme that 
provides you with the knowledge and technical 
skills you need in project management. It focuses 
on separating projects into manageable and 
controllable stages and offers the essentials for 
managing projects of any size.

SAGE
Sage is a recognised software provider in the 
payroll, accounting and bookkeeping professions. 
In partnership with a professional or awarding 
body, it provides high-quality courses to equip 
you with the knowledge and practical skills to 
succeed in accounts and payroll.
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MORE QUALIFICATIONS
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GCSEs
GCSEs are recognised qualifications that  
are often a gateway to further learning.

GCSEs are one of the most popular and  
sought after level 2 qualifications in the UK. 
Core subjects consist of Mathematics, English 
and Science, and are key requirements for 
many jobs and entry to further levels of study.

Here at Open Study College, we offer a wide 
range of GCSEs to suit your needs and abilities. 
Our course list covers 17 subjects, including 
Maths, English, Psychology and more.

These courses are assessed through a series 
of examinations, with you tutor monitoring 
your progress and offering guidance as you 
complete your tutor-marked assignments to 
ensure you are on the right track.

Once you have completed this qualification, 
the next step can range from A Levels to 
apprenticeships or employment depending  
on the route you wish to take and your  
career plans.
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GCSE bundles

In addition to our standard GCSE  
courses, we also offer two different  
types of bundles:

•  Including exams: Our courses that 
state ‘+ Exams’ in the title includes the 
cost of your examinations in the course 
price. We will book and pay for your 
exams for you, removing some of the 
stress of studying your GCSEs as an 
external candidate.

•  Including exams and practicals: 
For our GCSE courses that require a 
practical element, the courses titled 
as ‘+ Exams + Practicals’ includes the 
cost of both the exams and practicals 
you need to sit to complete your GCSE.  
We will book and pay for your exams 
and practicals for you, all you need to 
do is learn your stuff!

Explore our range of GCSEs

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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A LEVELS
A Levels are recognised subject-based 
qualifications that are often a gateway to 
higher education.

Unlike GCSEs, A Levels are not a compulsory 
qualification within schools but are required to 
progress to higher education and many career 
paths. They are assessed primarily through 
examinations. Your results are then combined 
to give you a grade which is then translated 
into your all-important UCAS points.

If you are planning on going to university in the 
future, most higher education courses require 
specific A Levels and a certain number of 
UCAS points to be able to apply.

Here at Open Study College, we offer over  
20 A Level subjects, from Accounting to 
Chemistry, Law to Maths.

A Level bundles

As well as our standard A Level  
courses, two different types of bundles  
are available:

•  Including exams: Our courses that are 
titled as ‘+ Exams’ include the cost of 
your examinations in the course price. 
We will book and pay for your exams 
for you, removing some of the stress of 
studying your A Levels as an external 
candidate.

•  Including exams and practicals: For a 
small selection of our A Level courses, 
the courses that state ‘+ Exams + 
Practicals’ in the title includes the cost 
of both the exams and practicals you 
are required to sit to complete your A 
Levels. We will book and pay for your 
exams and practicals for you, meaning 
all you need to do is revise and breathe!

Explore our A Level subjects

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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Picking your A Levels can be difficult, 
particularly if you haven’t decided what 
you want to study at university. 

For our A Level student, Christian,  
this was exactly the case.

Whilst studying his A Levels, Christian 
wasn’t sure which path to take. He decided 
to take some time to consider and research 
his options. His background in the National 
Youth Theatre helped him decide that  
he wanted a career in writing, directing 
and acting. To progress on this path, 
he needed to study an A Level English 
Literature course. 

We spoke to Christian about this 
decision to study a distance learning 
A Level, here’s what he had to say…

CHRISTIAN’S 
STORY

IT OFFERED ME THE FREEDOM TO 
DO OTHER THINGS AND TAKE OTHER 
OPPORTUNITIES IN MY YEAR OUT. 

“
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What’s your background in terms  
of education?

I graduated from Warwick School in 2018  
after completing three A Levels in Drama,  
Art and English Language achieving AAB.

What made you want to study your  
chosen subject/course?

In my final year at school, I didn’t have a  
clear idea of what I wanted to do in terms  
of secondary education. None of the subjects  
that my A Levels allowed me to apply for  
degrees that interested me at university. I had  
an interest in English Literature, but hadn’t  
taken it at A Level and was, therefore, unable  
to apply for it at university.

What was your motivation for studying?

Having a clear target to strive for. I’d seen the 
university(s) I wanted to go to and was driven  
by the opportunities they offered. It also gave  
me a sense of direction after not knowing where 
I wanted to go and while I was isolated at home 
now that former classmates were at university 
and elsewhere. Having something stimulating 
to work towards was really motivating in an 
otherwise quite quiet time.

Why did you choose distance learning  
over traditional study methods?

It offered me the freedom to do other things  
and take other opportunities in my year out.  
For example, I’m also working part-time  
around 20-30 hours a week to save money  
to travel in the summer after my exams. It’s also 
allowed me to study the course in a single year  
as opposed to over the course of two.

Why did you choose to study  
with Open Study College?

It had the comfort of being both a structured 
course I could follow, so I wasn’t on my own  
with only textbooks to read, and being flexible 
enough that I could organise my time and  
studies independently. The course is structured 
so that you learn the skills needed for the exams, 
as well as the information. Each topic builds on 
the last in a well-structured, easy way to follow.

What have you enjoyed most about  
your studies?

Learning to be self-motivated and having a  
skill to work on measurably improving. I’ve also 
enjoyed how effective and efficient self-studying 
is. It’s a far more active way of learning and I’m 
able to learn what would have taken three days  
at school in three hours.

What do you plan to do with your course  
after completing your studies?

I’ve applied to do English Literature at university 
and currently have offers from Exeter, Bristol and 
Leeds and I’m waiting for a result from Durham.

What are your career goals?

I’m very passionate about drama and theatre, 
so I plan to go into acting as well as writing and 
directing which my studies in English will nourish 
and inform.

To find out more about studying a distance learning A Level and the range of subjects we  
have to offer, click here or speak to one of our friendly education specialists on 0330 311 4092

CHRISTIAN’S STORY
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ACCESS TO  
HE DIPLOMA

Your route to higher education 

Are you considering changing your 
career? Our Access to HE Diplomas 
are the equivalent to three A Levels 
and offer a direct progression route  
to university. 

The diplomas are perfect for those 
returning to education, or those 
looking for a steppingstone into a new 
career. Our Access to HE Diplomas 
are designed to give you the skills you 
need for your degree. 

•  Fully recognised Access to HE 
Diploma courses.

•  Ideal for those looking to progress 
directly to a university course.

• Equivalent to three A Levels. 
•  Earn UCAS points towards your 

university application.
•  No exams, you’ll only need to 

complete assignments to achieve 
your qualification.

•  Perfect for those seeking a new 
career or returning to education.

Studying an Access to HE Diploma via 
distance learning means you can study 
in your own time from home, whilst 
balancing your other life commitments. 

With two intakes a year in January 
and September, you’ll have plenty of 
opportunities to get started.

Access to HE Diploma (Health)

Perfect for anyone hoping to become a nurse, midwife, 
paramedic, or healthcare professional. During your 
studies, you’ll learn more about human biology, 
psychology, values-based healthcare, and how to can 
promote the health of your patients. 

Find out more about Access to HE Diploma (Health).

Access to HE Diploma (Public Services)

This course is ideal for anyone aspiring to a career in 
the police force, fire service, law, or criminology. You’ll 
explore topics such as the sociology of crime and 
deviance, law enforcement, and crime in context. 

Find out more about Access to HE Diploma  
(Public Services).
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Kacie’s dream is to be a nurse and then 
in the future gain a master’s degree in 
nursing. In order to qualify for university, 
she required three A Levels, so she began 
her journey with Open Study College 
enrolling on an A Level Chemistry course. 
Soon after starting, Kacie became aware of 
the Access to Higher Education Diploma 
in Health, which is widely recognised by 
universities as the equivalent of three A 
Levels. Quickly, with the support of Open 
Study College, Kacie re-evaluated her 
study path and switched courses.

Here’s what Kacie had to say about 
here experience…

KACIE’S 
STORY
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WHEN IT COMES TO ACCESS 
TO HE, IF, LIKE ME, YOU LEFT 
SCHOOL WITH NO A LEVELS BUT 
THEN CHANGED YOUR MIND AND 
DECIDED THAT YOU DO WANT TO  
GO TO UNIVERSITY, THEN 
REMEMBER THIS COURSE,  
AS IT’S A QUALIFICATION 
ACCEPTED ALL BY ITSELF.

“
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“Not long after I began my first distance 
learning course, Open Study College was really 
helpful when I explained that I wanted to switch 
to the Access to HE course. Even though I had 
already enrolled, received the study materials, 
and had technically started the A Level 
Chemistry course, OSC couldn’t have been 
more helpful and quickly guided me through 
changing courses without a hiccup.

“I’ve always enjoyed work, so with distance 
learning, it allowed me to earn a wage at the 
same time as studying. This was a key reason 
for following this path. Throughout my course, 
I’ve had a range of different jobs related to 
nursing as I’ve been trying to be in the best 
position for nursing while doing the course. 
I was a pharmacy adviser in Boots, I also 
completed healthcare training and then went on 
to being a healthcare support worker in A&E.

“OSC essentially offers you independence in 
your own learning. Some people don’t want to 
go to college, and I think especially these days 
younger people want to start work as quickly 
as possible. This way you get the best of both 
worlds - learning and earning.”

KACIE’S STORY

Going to uni after completing an Access  
to HE course

Kacie is currently in her first year at university 
and explains that she feels a step ahead 
thanks to her studies with OSC. And as Kacie 
says, having already obtained her Access to 
HE qualification will really make her stand out 
once she finishes university.

“I’ve just started the Trainee Nursing 
Associate course at Middlesex University, 
and it is incredible how much the Access to 
HE course has already been a tremendous 
help. A lot of the assignments I completed 
with OSC are forming the basis of tasks 
and papers I’m working on now. It has fully 
prepared me and has actually enabled me to 
help other students on the course too. Thanks 
to the Access to HE course I have all this extra 
research, background, and knowledge.

“Although I’ve just started studying, I’m 
already thinking about my end goal. When 
students finish the university Trainee Nursing 
course, you then need to apply for a nursing 
top-up, and when it’s time for me to apply for 
this top-up, not only will I have the degree,  

but I’ll also have the relevant work experience 
I was able to complete whilst studying thanks 
to the flexibility of distance learning and, on 
top of that, the Access to HE qualification.

“When you look at two 
people on paper, one with 
a degree and the other with 
a degree and the Access to 
HE qualification, the person 
with both, which is me, will 
surely be a more attractive 
candidate.
“Currently only a handful of colleges actually 
offer the Access to HE course so very few 
students will have the chance to gain this 
qualification. This means that one day I will 
definitely stand out! Also, when it comes to 
my master’s degree I’ll be working whilst 
studying and what my time with OSC will 
portray is that I’m more than capable of  
doing both at the same time.”

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus


19  |  Open Study College prospectus    www.openstudycollege.com  |  0330 311 4092

Kacie’s words of wisdom for future learners

When asked about aspects she found 
challenging, Kacie explained that at first the level 
of support was a worrying factor for her, but she 
soon realised this wouldn’t be an issue and she 
offers some words of advice:

“Distance learning can be something that seems 
so daunting, especially when you hear the word 
‘distance’, but if you do your research and choose 
the right place, you’ll understand that you’re not 
on your own at all.

“At first, I was worried about the level of support 
I’d receive, but with assignments I’ve been stuck 
on, my tutor has actually offered 1-2-1 sessions 
via Zoom, which has been incredible. Essentially, 
when I need to feel like I’m at school I can with 
the support of my tutor, and when I need some 
space from learning, I have that too with the 
ultimate flexibility.

“With distance learning, you manage your own 
education. You do need to be proactive with 
yourself and with your deadlines though. You 
have to want it for yourself.

“One thing that’s been a massive 
godsend is how thorough the 
assignment briefs are. With most 
assignments from school or even at 
university, I find myself thinking that 
I don’t know what they’re asking me, 
but this has never ever happened with 
OSC. I’ve always known exactly what  
is being asked of me as it’s really clear.
“When it comes to Access to HE, if, like me, you 
left school with no A Levels but then changed 
your mind and decided that you do want to go 
to university, then remember this course as it’s 
a qualification accepted all by itself. It covers a 
huge range of interesting topics and subjects 
which means the end result is that you don’t  
need additional A Levels on top of it.”

Having successfully completed the Access to HE 
course, Kacie is well on her way to pursuing her 
dream thanks to her hard work and dedication, 
as well as the huge advantages this course has 
already given her and will continue to give her in 
the future.

KACIE’S STORY
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ACCOUNTING AND 
BOOKKEEPING
If you’re good with numbers and want to  
do more to develop your skills, then our 
accounting and bookkeeping courses are  
just what you are looking for. With more than  
40 courses available, there is sure to be 
something for you. Our courses are suitable  
for those of all abilities and offer different 
outcomes depending on your career plans.

Our accounting and bookkeeping courses  
are provided by industry-recognised awarding 
organisations and offer qualifications ranging 
from beginner to expert.

 

AAT

AAT is one of the leading membership 
organisations for over 130,000 vocational 
accounting professionals. As a qualification,  
it provides the highly sought-after practical  
and theoretical, real-world accounting knowledge 
and skills that employers will recognise.

Examples of some of the courses we offer 
include:

• AAT Level 1 Access Award in Bookkeeping
•  AAT Foundation Certificate in Accounting 

Level 2
•  AAT Foundation Certificate in Bookkeeping 

Level 2
•  AAT Advanced Certificate in Bookkeeping 

Level 3
•  AAT Level 4 Professional Diploma in 

Accounting

View all of our AAT courses here.
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IAB

The IAB is a non-profit organisation for 
professional bookkeepers. With a government-
approved status, it holds over 10,000 members 
across the world and offers the opportunity to 
learn the necessary financial and lifelong skills  
to succeed.

Some of our IAB courses include:

•  IAB Level 1 Award in Bookkeeping
• IAB Level 2 Certificate in Bookkeeping
•  IAB Level 3 Certificate in Bookkeeping and 

Accounting

View all of our IAB courses here

ICB

The ICB is one of the world’s leading 
bookkeeping organisations, promoting 
bookkeeping as a profession by establishing 
courses that acknowledge skills and relevant 
working experience within the sector. They 
are a membership body that offers support to 
members, maintains professional standards, and 
promotes the profession of bookkeeping.

Here are just a few of the ICB courses we offer:

•  ICB Level 2 Certificate in Bookkeeping - 
Associate Membership AICB

•  ICB Level 3 Certificate in Bookkeeping and 
Accounts - Full Membership MICB

•  ICB Diploma in Payroll Management Level 3

View all of our ICB courses here

Sage

Sage is recognised as the industry standard for 
its influence in the accounting and bookkeeping 
professions. In partnership with a professional 
or awarding body, it provides quality developed 
courses to equip you with the knowledge and 
practical skills to succeed in accounts and payroll.

Our Sage courses include:

•  Sage 50c Computerised Accounts Complete
•  Sage Business Cloud Computerised  

Payroll Complete

To view all of our Sage courses, click here

ACCOUNTING AND BOOKKEEPING 
CONTINUED...
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HOW TO BECOME  
AN ACCOUNTANT

What is an accountant?

Accounting is interpreting and evaluating 
financial information. An accountant reports on 
this data to help businesses and people better 
understand their finances and make more 
informed strategic decisions.

Accountants basically manage money. They deal 
with areas such as financial reporting, budgeting, 
pay, purchasing, procurement and tax. In some 
companies, they may also audit financial figures.

What does an accountant do?

Depending on your level of expertise, the duties 
of an accountant might involve:

•  Preparing forecasts and budgets and 
preparing solutions for any setbacks.

•  Planning investments.
•  Filing tax returns and month-end accounts.
•  Conducting audits.
•  Staying up to date with financial laws, 

regulations and their impact.
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There are several different areas of accounting 
you can go in to:

•  Management accounting involves forecasting 
and cost reporting based on a budget. This is  
a forward-looking function.

•  Financial accounting involves creating 
statements for shareholders based on 
historical information.

•   Tax accountants advise businesses and  
self-employed individuals on how to complete 
their tax forms.

How to become an accountant

You don’t need a degree to work in accountancy 
and with the right qualifications and commitment, 
anyone can become an accountant.

There are a range of different qualifications you 
can complete to become an accountant. An AAT 
qualification is the minimum level of qualification 
required for most kinds of accountancy.

You can then choose to complete higher-level 
qualifications such as ACCA or CIMA, which will 
allow you to become a chartered accountant.

Required skills and qualities

•  Accountants are an important part of any 
business and because they manage money,  
you’ll need to be good with numbers to do  
your job effectively.

•  Attention to detail: accountants cannot  
afford to simply gloss over the facts.  
Errors can have a major impact both in  
the short- and long-term.

•  Communication skills: as you need to  
explain potentially complex information  
to your clients on a regular basis.

•  Organisation: the biggest part of this  
role is maintaining accurate records,  
and so you will have to make sure  
everything is in order, tasks are prioritised  
and you are on top of your workload.

•  A keen interest in the mechanics of  
the business.

•  Technology skills are beneficial.

HOW TO BECOME AN  
ACCOUNTANT CONTINUED...

Accountant salary

Accountants have a good earning 
potential and it’s all dependant on the 
route you choose to go down and factors 
such as the company you work for, your 
practice and location.

On average AAT accountants can 
achieve a starting salary of £22,000 rising 
to £30,000 and beyond with experience.
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“WITHOUT MY TUTOR, I COULDN’T 
HAVE ACHIEVED THE GRADES I GOT. 
HE HAS BEEN NOTHING BUT AN 
INSPIRATION, READY WITH ANSWERS 
TO MY NEVER-ENDING QUESTIONS, 
GOING OVER THE SAME THINGS AGAIN 
AND AGAIN UNTIL I UNDERSTOOD, 
NEVER BEING TOO BUSY OR HAVING 
TO WAIT WEEKS BEFORE I RECEIVED 
FEEDBACK ON AN ASSESSMENT. 
THANKS TO HIS ABILITY IN CREATING 
CONFIDENCE WITHIN ME I NOW HAVE 
THE BELIEF THAT I CAN ACHIEVE WHAT 
ONCE I THOUGHT WAS IMPOSSIBLE!”
Clair 
Studied Creative Writing

“
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ANIMAL CARE
Are you an animal lover or enthusiast? 

Would working with animals be your ideal job?

We have the perfect course options for you.

Whether you are looking to expand your  
animal care knowledge, or you have ambitions  
to work with animals, Open Study College  
have more than 20 animal care related courses 
for you to choose from! 

Animals need love, care and attention to thrive, 
and they need knowledgeable individuals to 
care for them correctly. It’s important that you 
understand the animals you want to work with, 
and that is where we can help.

Our animal care courses cover the following 
areas:

Animal care and welfare

• Animal Care Level 2
• Animal Behaviour Level 3
• Veterinary Support Assistant Level 3
• Zoology Level 3

Domestic animal care and training

• Dog Grooming Level 3
• Dog Training Level 3
• Feline Studies Level 3

 

Explore all of our animal care courses here

Possible careers include:

• Veterinary support assistant
• Dog groomer
• Dog trainer
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How a love for animals sparked 
the start of a sheep sanctuary for 
student Abby.
Open Study College student Abby’s 
adoration for animals sparked the idea 
to set up a sheep sanctuary. Now aged 
just 22 and with the help of her studies, 
Abby has set up The Same-Star Sheep 
Sanctuary in Norfolk, already with eleven 
sheep under her full-time care, several with 
special needs. Not to mention a handful of 
rescue chickens and turkeys!

Abby opens up about how animals have 
helped her through tough times battling 
depression, and how studying a distance 
learning course to better her knowledge 
meant she was able to set up a small 
animal sanctuary alongside her full-time 
work and busy animal orientated schedule.

ABBY’S  
STORY
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IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING 
DISTANCE LEARNING, 
THEN GO FOR IT!

“
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“The main reason I chose to study a distance 
learning course was because I knew how burned 
out I got previously when having to stick to a rigid 
study schedule.”

“In my current job, I manage a farm which hosts 
day services for adults with learning difficulties 
and there is no way I could juggle that with going 
to full-time college!“

Abby didn’t grow up with animals around her, 
but it was a visit to some stables when she was 
young that sparked her adoration for animals.

“My background isn’t animal orientated at all 
really. I grew up on a council estate on the 
outskirts of Norwich where my only friend was 
our German Shepherd, Celt. No one else in my 
family had ever been involved in animal care.”

“When I was about 5 or 6 my dad took me to the 
stables he was doing maintenance on and I met a 
horse called Donna. She was big and grey, and I 
remember clear as day stroking her soft nose and 
from then on out I was obsessed with horses!“

“That love carried on when we moved into the 
countryside and I started riding lessons a few 
years later. This led me to go on and study level 2 
and 3 horse care at a local college.“

Like with many of us, balancing a job with 
studying a full-time course at college can prove 
difficult. However, with Abby, her passion for 
animal care meant she took on a lot more than 
just a job and college, balancing volunteer work 
as well!

“I really enjoyed my studies but in my third year, 
having taken on full-time education, a job on a 
petting farm, looking after someone else’s horses 
seven days a week and doing volunteer lambing 
work I ended up burning out and I dropped out  
of college and gave up horses before completing 
my final year.“

“After that, I regrouped and focused on my work 
with livestock and ended up being given two 
sheep as a thank you for my work on a sheep 
farm.”

“I thought that I’d never love anything like I’d 
loved horses, but the sheep just completely set 
my soul on fire! And I haven’t looked back since. 
My sheep are my whole life now. “

With balancing all her full-time work and 
volunteering, Abby was inspired to study 
Complete Animal Care with us through  
distance learning.

“I actually looked at a few courses before I settled 
on the animal care bundle. There were various 
reasons for my choice, one being that I have been 
out of studying for quite a while so I thought that 
level two would be a nice way to ease myself 
back into studying before moving onto the level 
three and four.“

“I also liked that I didn’t have to pick between 
certain areas. It incorporates small/domestic  
pets, livestock and more exotic animals, there’s 
even a unit about marine welfare which sounded 
so interesting!”

“When I signed up to the course, the main thing  
I wanted to achieve was to develop my 
knowledge and understanding of animal care. 
I want to be able to work with a wider range 
of animals as well as the ones I’ve already got 
experience with.”

Not only did studying with us help Abby develop 
her knowledge, but it also helped start her 
ambition to set up a sheep sanctuary!

“My ambition for the past few years was to be 
able to set up a sheep sanctuary, and recently I 
finally opened The Same-Star Sheep Sanctuary.“

ABBY’S STORY
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“I currently have eight sheep under my full-time 
care, several with special needs, plus a handful  
of rescue chickens and turkeys which I’ve 
somehow picked up over the years, and my  
two bunnies who I took on after their owner 
couldn’t keep them.“

Animals and study combined have helped Abby 
cope with depression. She felt that she wanted to 
give something back to the animals.

“I am so passionate about animals because they 
saved me. Unfortunately, from a very young age,  
I have suffered from depression. The sheep and 
my lambing work really gave me a reason to live 
and pulled me through some very dark times.  
To me, the best and only way I can thank them  
is by saving them.“

Abby’s idea of a sheep sanctuary was sparked  
by her work on farms. She just fell in love!

“I got into livestock by working on commercial 
farms where the animals are used for food but it 
didn’t take me long to realise that I wasn’t seeing 
the sheep the same way as the others did.“

“The sheep seemed to just show me their heart 
and I couldn’t ignore it. It was like we could have 
a conversation without knowing each other’s 
language and I ended up having a really strong 
bond with several different sheep and ending up 
taking a few more home.“

“Eventually, I’ve become known as the Crazy 
Sheep Lady and I’m often called out to look at 
and help injured, ill or disabled lambs.“

“My latest two, Star and Sparrow, are either side 
of me as I write this. The love I feel for them and 
my other animals is just indescribable, I would 
walk to the end of the earth for any one of them.“

We asked why she felt drawn to study with  
Open Study College.

“I actually found OSC but accident! I was doing 
some volunteer work at a wildlife rehab centre at 
the time and was looking at courses considering 
getting a wildlife care qualification.“

“Eventually, I decided to stick with my livestock 
and came back to the OSC website a few 

months after and chose Complete Animal Care. 
I was looking at a few other distance learning 
providers at the time but OSC was the only one 
who actually called me up and seemed genuinely 
interested in what I wanted to get out of my 
studies and gave me loads of advice on which 
courses and various study and payment plans… 
so I enrolled that day!“

Abby encourages others to study alongside their 
busy schedules.

“If you’re considering it then go for it! Everyone 
can gain something from it, whether you’re just 
starting out or you’ve been working with animals 
for years. It’s definitely worth the time and it’s  
so rewarding.“

“I think the main thing I enjoy about the course 
is the range of different assessments. It’s not just 
endless essays like it was back at my old college. 
I’ve been assessed via posters, guidebooks, 
leaflets, and essays which is good for me as 
variety keeps me interested.”

ABBY’S STORY
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ARTS & CREATIVE
It’s time to embrace your creative side and start studying one of our more artistic courses.  
Whether you want to take up a new hobby or improve your skills for more professional purposes,  
our courses can help you.
 
Creative

• Cake Making Level 2
• Creative Crafts Level 2
• Jewellery Making Level 2

Photography

•  Introduction to Freelance Photo Journalism 
Level 2

• Introduction to Digital Photography Level 3
• Wedding Photography Level 3

 
 
 
 

 
Writing

• Creative Writing Level 3
• Fiction Writing Level 3
• Masterclass in Proofreading

 
View all creative courses here

Possible careers include:

• Photographer
• Writer
• Jewellery maker
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HOW TO BECOME  
A NAIL TECHNICIAN

Nail technicians or nail specialists have become 
increasingly in demand in recent years as 
households spend more on beauty treatments, 
with many getting nail treatments a few times a 
month. Nail technicians are always in demand 
and it’s also the perfect occupation to pick up to 
generate extra income.

What is a nail technician?

A nail technician is someone who grooms and 
tends to someone’s nails. They are often a beauty 
specialist and work in either a salon, spa or from 
home. They will style and shape a client’s nails 
and offer treatments such as gel nails, acrylic 
nails or manicure and pedicure.

Amongst the basic treatments, some nail 
technicians can specialise in nail art and create 
gorgeous and unique designs on their client’s 
nails. Those nail technicians working in high-end 
spas may also offer hand and foot massages in 
addition to nail treatments.
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What are the responsibilities of  
a nail technician?

Depending on where the nail technician works 
will determine their responsibilities. Their main 
skills will also determine what kind of services 
they can offer to a client. Most nail technicians 
will be responsible for:

• Cleaning and shaping finger and toe nails.
• Paint and colour their client’s nails.
• Remove previously applied polish.
• Offer nail care and treatment tips.
• Sterilise equipment before and after use.
•  Clean nail bar/beauty station before and  

after use.
• Maintain a good relationship with their clients.

For those that specialise and have key skills,  
they could also:

• Design and apply acrylic nails.
• Apply gel nails.
• Design and apply silk nails.
• Create unique nail art designs.
• Apply jewels or diamantes.
• Offer hand and foot massages.

How to become a nail technician

Although nail technicians don’t necessarily  
need formal qualifications, at least some basic 
form of training or experience with nail treatments 
is needed.

It is a great start to get as much work experience 
as you can and build up a portfolio in order to 
attract clients or get a job in a salon or spa. 

You may also want to gain formal qualifications  
in different treatments so you can show your 
skillset off to future employers.

What qualifications do you need  
to become a nail technician?

To become a nail technician, it isn’t a requirement 
to have a qualification, however, it is desirable to 
employers. Studying for a nail technician course 
will certainly help you stand out against other 
candidates, particularly if you have a qualification 
in a specialist nail service such as acrylic nails 
for example. If you complete a qualification, it will 
improve your chances of landing a job in a high-
end salon or spa.

You will also need to have gained professional 
insurance in order to provide your services  
legally to clients.

There are many level two and three courses in 
nail technology or nail treatments that you can 
study. You can seek out local college courses 
or apprenticeships that offer this course. You 
can also complete these qualifications through 
distance learning and study alongside other 
commitments.

It’s recommended you choose a specialist route 
as opposed to just applying standard French 
manicure for clients.

You can choose to specialise in a variety of 
different treatments, including:

• Acrylic nails
• Gel extensions
• Gel polish
• Gel polish nail art
• Manicure and pedicure
• Fibreglass extensions

HOW TO BECOME A NAIL TECHNICIAN CONTINUED...
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Required skills and qualities of  
a nail technician

There are certain skills and qualities needed to 
become a nail technician and these skills are 
what employers will look for in an application  
or interview.

• Excellent customer service skills.
• Verbal communication skills.
• Ability to work well with hands.
• Good concentration.
• Attention to detail.
• Patience.
• Good hygiene practices.
• Basic computer skills to take bookings

Nail technician salary

A nail technicians’ salary will depend on where 
they work. Freelance nail technicians can set their 
own rates, whereas, in some salons, you may 
have to pay for chair rental. Some salons will offer 
an annual salary and others may offer an hourly 
pay rate. High-end spas may offer higher salaries.

The average salary of a nail technician is  
between £12,500 and £25,000, depending on  
your experience and place of work.

Working as a nail technician on the side of 
another job is also a good way to earn extra 
money and offers a flexible career choice. The 
average rates of a freelance nail technician are 
between £14-£35 per nail treatment. You will need 
to do your research in order to offer competitive 
prices and you should also factor in the costs 
of products and insurance. If you choose to go 
mobile, you should also factor in any travel costs.

What to expect as a nail technician?

An attractive aspect of this role is the flexibility it 
can provide. If you are a freelance nail technician 
and work for yourself, you can choose your own 
hours to fit around your lifestyle.

If you work in a salon or spa, your hours are 
often set. Most of the time you will be required to 
work weekends as Saturday tends to be a salon 
or spa’s busiest day, so you must be prepared 
to give up some of your weekends. You should 
also be aware that you will be required to work in 
the afternoons or evenings, as this is when most 
people book their treatments.

Some nail bars and salons offer chair rental, 
so you may only receive a percentage of each 
clients’ money paid and will need to pay the salon 
a monthly or daily fee. If you market yourself 

well and build up a loyal client base, being a nail 
technician can be a very flexible and rewarding 
career choice.

Can I become a qualified nail technician 
through distance learning?

Although some people would prefer to attend a 
college, you can actually become a qualified nail 
technician through distance learning, meaning 
you can study alongside your current job or life 
commitments.

Many distance learning courses will not only 
offer the theory side, but you are also able to gain 
practical experience too so you can put the theory 
you have learnt into practice.

A number of courses offered by Open Study 
College enable you to become a fully qualified 
nail technician and obtain professional insurance 
without having to attend a practical day. This is 
perfect if you want to retrain or study alongside 
your other life and work commitments.

HOW TO BECOME A NAIL TECHNICIAN CONTINUED...
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BEAUTY
Turn your passion and enthusiasm for  
beauty into a dream career and select  
one of our many beauty courses.

A career in the beauty industry can be  
very rewarding, but you need the skills and 
knowledge to get you there first! With over  
80 beauty courses to choose from, Open  
Study College have a course that suits you.

Here’s a taster of the huge range of beauty 
courses we have to offer…

Beauty therapy

• Beauty Salon Management 
• Brow Lamination Diploma 
• Eyelash Extension Diploma 
• Hot Waxing Diploma 
• Spray Tanning Diploma 

View our beauty therapy courses here.

Hair

• Hair Up 
• Men’s Cutting Course
• Pastel Blondes 
• Layering and Graduation 

View our hair courses here.

Make-up

• Bridal Make-up Diploma  
• Contouring Diploma
• Special Occasion Make-up
• Complete Make-up Artist 

View our make-up courses here.

Massage

• Body Massage Diploma 
• Hot Stone Massage Diploma 
• Indian Head Massage Diploma 

View our massage courses here.

Nail technician

• Complete Nail Technician Diploma
• Gel Extensions Diploma 
• Acrylic Nails Diploma 

View our nail tech courses here.
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BEAUTY CONTINUED...

Facials

• Dermaplaning Diploma 
• Hydradermabrasion Diploma
• Microdermabrasion Diploma 
• Luxury Facial Diploma 

View our facials courses here.

Aesthetics

• Microblading Diploma 
• Semi-permanent Make-up Eyeliner Diploma 
• Semi-permanent Make-up Lip Liner Diploma 

View our aesthetics courses here.

Possible careers include:

• Beauty therapist
• Make-up artist
• Nail technician
• Masseuse
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BUSINESS
Develop the professional skills you need to work 
in your chosen area of business… whether you 
want to work in project management, human 
resources, marketing, or retail, we have a course 
to help you achieve your career goals. We offer 
more than 50 courses to choose from, with a wide 
range of both knowledge-based courses and 
Ofqual qualifications including ILM and CMI.

Our business courses cover a wide range of 
areas, including:

Project management

• Agile Project Management Practitioner
•  APM Project Fundamentals Qualification  

in Project Management
• PRINCE2 Practitioner Project Management

View all project management courses

Business management operations

•   Business Management Foundation 
Programme Level 3

•  ABE Level 3 Certificate in Business Start-up
• Business Administration Level 3
• NCFE Level 3 Certificate in Retail Knowledge
• Retail Management Level 3
• Visual Merchandising

View all business courses

Health and safety

• ISOH Working Safely
• ISOH Managing Safely
•  NEBOSH National General Certificate  

in Occupational Health and Safety
•  NEBOSH Certificate in Fire Safety and  

Risk Management
•  Health and Safety in the Workplace Level 2
•  Fire Warden Level 2
•  Infection Control Level 3

View all health and safety courses
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https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/infection-control-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/health-safety-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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BUSINESS CONTINUED...

Human resources

•   Managing Employee Performance Level 2
•   Human Resource Management Level 4
•   CIPD Level 3 Diploma
•   CIPD Level 5 Diploma

View all HR courses

Leadership and management

•   ILM Level 3 Award in Leadership and 
Management

•   ILM Level 3 Certificate in Leadership and 
Management

•   CMI Level 3 Certificate in the Principles of 
Leadership and Management

•   CMI Level 4 Diploma in Management and 
Leadership

•   Developing Leadership Skills Level 3

View all leadership and management courses

 

Marketing

• Introduction to Business Marketing Level 3
• Public Relations Level 3
• Social Media Marketing Level 3
•  CIM Level 3 Foundation Certificate in 

Professional Digital Marketing
•  CIM Level 3 Foundation Certificate in 

Professional Marketing

View all marketing courses

Possible careers include:

• Marketing assistant
• Project manager
• Retail manager
• Human resources assistant

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/human-resource-management-level-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/level-3-diploma-cipd?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/level-5-diploma-cipd?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/human-resources-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/ilm-award-in-leadership-and-management?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/ilm-award-in-leadership-and-management?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/ilm-cert-leadership-and-management?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/ilm-cert-leadership-and-management?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cmi-principles-management-leadership-certificate-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cmi-principles-management-leadership-certificate-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cmi-management-leadership-certificate-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cmi-management-leadership-certificate-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/developing-leadership-skills-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/management-leadership-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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“I HAVE A CONDITION CALLED 
FIBROMYALGIA AND SOME DAYS ARE 
BETTER THAN OTHERS, BUT I KNEW 
I COULD DO DISTANCE LEARNING AT 
MY OWN PACE. I LOVED THE WHOLE 
COURSE. MY TUTOR WAS FAB – 
PATIENT AND KIND, AND NOTHING WAS 
EVER TOO MUCH TROUBLE. I’VE NOW 
BEEN ACCEPTED FOR A BSC (HONS) 
IN PSYCHOLOGY, AND MY AIM IS TO 
BECOME A COUNSELLOR AFTER I’VE 
COMPLETED MY DEGREE.”
Laura 
Studied Introduction  
to Counselling

“
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Here’s Rachel’s story, after years of trying 
different jobs and never feeling like she’d found 
her place, she finally took the plunge into a new 
career in her thirties and is now working in her 
dream job as a teacher. 

It really is never too late. Watch the video
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EVER  
CONSIDERED 
TEACHING?

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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CHILDCARE & EDUCATION
Do you dream of a more flexible career? 

Working in childcare and education could  
be the ideal solution. A career in childcare  
and education is perfect for those who are 
passionate about helping children to learn  
and succeed. It also helps if you enjoy spending 
time with children. Open Study College have  
over 40 recognised courses and qualifications 
from the likes of NCFE CACHE and TQUK for  
you to choose from to help you achieve the  
career you desire…

Our childcare and education courses cover  
the following areas:

Childcare

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Diploma for the Early 
Years Workforce (Early Years Educator)

•  CACHE Level 2 Certificate for the Children  
and Young People’s Workforce

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Award in Home  
Based Childcare - Childminder Route

Teaching assistant

•  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in 
Supporting Teaching and Learning

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Certificate in 
Supporting Teaching and Learning

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Diploma in  
Supporting Teaching and Learning

•  NCFE CACHE Level 4 Certificate for  
the Advanced Practitioner in Schools  
and Colleges

Understanding special needs

•  CACHE Level 3 Award in Supporting 
Individuals with Learning Disabilities

• Special Educational Needs SEN Level 3
• Understanding Autism Level 3

To view all childcare courses click here.

To view all teaching assistant courses click here.

Possible careers include:

• Teaching assistant
•  Early year’s educator (also known  

as a nursery nurse)

• Child minder
• Higher level teaching assistant

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-children-young-people-workforce?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-children-young-people-workforce?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-level-3-award-home-childcare-childminder?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-level-3-award-home-childcare-childminder?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-teach-learn-2?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-teach-learn-2?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-support-teach-schools-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-support-teach-schools-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-level-3-diploma-supporting-teaching-learning?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-level-3-diploma-supporting-teaching-learning?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/advanced-practitioner-certificate-level-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/advanced-practitioner-certificate-level-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/advanced-practitioner-certificate-level-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-support-learning-disabilities-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cache-support-learning-disabilities-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/special-education-needs?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/understanding-autism-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/child-care-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/teaching-assistant-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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“THERE WAS A TEACHING ASSISTANT 
ROLE OPENING UP WITHIN THE SCHOOL 
BUT I NEEDED A CACHE QUALIFICATION IN 
ORDER TO BE CONSIDERED - THERE WAS 
ONLY 5 MONTHS TO DO IT! I ENROLLED 
WITH OSC AND WAS ABLE TO COMPLETE 
THE COURSE AND THE REQUIRED 100 
PLACEMENT HOURS WITHIN THE REQUIRED 
TIME. I WAS OFFERED THE JOB! I’VE NOW 
MOVED ONTO LEVEL 3 PURELY FOR MY 
OWN PERSONAL GROWTH.”
Sue 
Studied CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Supporting 
Teaching and Learning in Schools

“
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HOW TO BECOME A 
TEACHING ASSISTANT

What is a teaching assistant?

A teaching assistant (TA), or classroom assistant, 
is someone who supports both the teacher and 
students in a school or college. However, job roles 
vary at different levels and the role of a teaching 
assistant has become even more important than 
it was before.

Teaching assistants are now considered a 
professional in education and it is important to 
be as qualified and as experienced as you can 
be. They work in both primary and secondary 
schools and special needs schools. Teaching 
assistants can also work in colleges or education 
centre settings.

A teaching assistant’s role can involve anything 
from taking small groups of pupils out of the 
classroom for learning activities, to covering 
lessons or even supporting pupils with special 
educational needs (SEN).
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What are the responsibilities of a TA?

The responsibilities of a TA are different and 
range from each role. These will also depend  
on the level of experience. Every job role is 
different so read the job spec carefully.

Some TAs may be employed to help support the 
learning of specific individuals and solely work 
with one pupil or they can support a class teacher 
with delivering lessons and learning activities.

Your role may include:

•  Listening to children read and recording their 
progress.

•  Reading and writing activities with the class or 
small groups.

•  Helping teachers set up lesson activities/
tidying away.

•  Creating and putting up displays.
•  Supporting teachers to manage class 

behaviour.
•  Supporting teacher in running a class 

smoothly.
•  Ensuring each pupil is on task/can understand 

the work set.

•  Organising learning activities with small 
groups of children.

•  Supervising group activities.
•  Breaktime and lunchtime supervision.

These are just some basic responsibilities  
you may be required to carry out. These will 
depend on your job role, level and experience. 

How to become a teaching assistant

At least some basic form of training and 
experience is needed to become a teaching 
assistant as the standard entry requirement.  
The more experience you have (volunteering or 
work placement) within a classroom setting the 
better as it’ll help you when it comes to getting  
a job as a teaching assistant.

Qualifications you’ll need

Each role will have its own set of specific  
entry requirements and these will involve  
the qualifications you’ll need to be eligible  
for the position.

The most basic qualifications you will need 
to have are literacy and numeracy (maths or 
English) GCSE or equivalent e.g. Functional 

Skills. As a teaching assistant, you’ll need to be 
confident in maths and English to be able to 
support pupils in their learning. You may also be 
required to sit a competency test.

You will also need at least one basic qualification 
related to or involving education or childcare.

If you have no previous relevant qualifications,  
the following courses will enable you to become  
a fully qualified teaching assistant:

•  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in 
Supporting Teaching and Learning

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Award in Supporting 
Teaching and Learning

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Certificate in 
Supporting Teaching and Learning

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Supporting 
Teaching and Learning

Each school or education centre will be different 
so it’s important to check the entry requirements 
with the workplace.

HOW TO BECOME A TEACHING ASSISTANT CONTINUED...
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HOW TO BECOME A TEACHING ASSISTANT CONTINUED...

Required skills and qualities

There are certain qualities you will need to have in order to become a teaching assistant and these  
are what employers will look for within an application or interview.

•  Numeracy, literacy and reading skills to be 
able to support pupils with their learning.

•  Organised with your work.
•  Excellent communication skills both with 

pupils, colleagues and parents.
•  To have patience, as you will be working 

with pupils with a range of abilities and 
backgrounds.

•  A positive approach to working with children.
•  Ability to motivate, inspire and build rapport.
•  A strong regard for pupil safety and well-being.
•  Communication and interpersonal skills 

to build relationships with pupils, parents, 
teachers and governors.

 
 

•  Excellent team working skills for working  
with other support staff, classroom  
teachers and professionals such as 
educational psychologists, speech and 
language therapists, social workers and 
external agencies.

•  Creative ability.
•  Patience.
•  A flexible approach to work, as you’ll  

be involved in a range of school-related 
activities such as cooking, art and science 
projects and forest school.

•  Organisational skills.
•  A professional attitude to work.
•  A willingness to keep up to date with 

educational policy and training related  
to your role.

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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Teaching assistant salary

Salaries will vary depending on your level  
of qualifications and experience and the job  
role listed.

•  Starting salaries can start from £11,500 
(depending on hours).

•  Those with increased responsibility can  
earn up to £18000.

•  HLTA’s can earn up to £23000.

There is no national pay scale for teaching 
assistants so pay will range with different 
employers. It will also vary on the hours required. 
For example, you may be expected to run some 
breakfast and after-school clubs and activities 
throughout school holidays, which will have an 
effect on your overall salary.

Independent and private schools don’t have to 
follow teaching assistant pay guidelines from the 
government so this will also differ.

You can also be a teaching assistant through an 
agency. Just like with cover teachers, agencies 
employ teaching assistants and send them out 
to different schools for the cover of sickness. You 
tend to get a higher rate through agency work, 
but a stable role and hours aren’t guaranteed.

What to expect as a teaching assistant

What is often attractive for someone pursuing  
a teaching assistant career is the hours.

A teaching assistant will typically work during 
school hours which is usually 8.30 am to 3/3.30 
pm Monday to Friday. They will not normally be 
able to take any holiday during term time, but will 
get school term holidays as their annual leave.

Quite often, teaching assistants are asked to 
support activities and clubs such as residentials, 
breakfast and after-school clubs. They may 
be asked to support the teacher with parents 
evenings as well.

You will be required to undergo a DBS check, 
which is a criminal record check. Often, the place 
of work will carry this out for you, however, you 
may already have one as you are required to have 
a DBS check before you can work with children.

HOW TO BECOME A TEACHING ASSISTANT CONTINUED...
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COMPUTERS AND IT
Are you looking to improve your knowledge of computers, coding or development? We have a  
diverse range of over 50 computing and IT courses. As the world becomes more technology-focused, 
and the IT industry continues to grow, the demand for knowledgeable, skilled employees also grows! 
There’s never been a better time to gain an IT qualification…

Here’s a sample of the computing and IT courses we have to offer:
 
Web design

• CIW Advanced HTML5 and CSS3 Specialist
• Webmaster – Responsive Web Design
• Web Design Professional
• Introduction to Web Design Level 3

CompTIA

•  CompTIA A+ Certification (220-1001  
& 220-1002)

• CompTIA Complete Training
• CompTIA Network+ Certification N10-008

Microsoft certified

• MCSA SQL Server
• MCSA Windows 8 Online
•  Microsoft Certification New  

Technology Bundle

Explore all computers and IT courses here

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/webmaster-responsive-web-design?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/intro-web-design?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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CRIMINOLOGY
Are you interested in understanding  
what drives criminals? 

Or perhaps you enjoy acting the detective  
and trying to solve cases. 

Whether you are a complete beginner, or  
you already have experience in this field,  
we have a course to suit you! Choose from  
our range of criminology courses to boost  
your career options…

Courses available

• Crime Scene Investigation Level 3
• Criminal Psychology Level 3
• Criminology Level 3
• Forensic Science Level 3

Click here to view all criminology courses

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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How a veterinary assistant 
course kickstarted Laila’s career.
After finishing college, Laila decided  
to pursue her dream career and study  
a veterinary assistant course. Since 
finishing her veterinary assistant course 
with Open Study College, Laila has  
started a new position as a veterinary  
care assistant. Here’s Laila’s story and  
how she succeeded on her distance 
learning journey…

LAILA’S 
STORY

I LIKE TO LIVE BY THE QUOTE  
“THE EXPERT IN ANYTHING  
WAS ONCE A BEGINNER.”

“
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What’s your background in terms of  
education/career?

Prior to studying my level 3 veterinary support 
assistant course with Open Study College,  
I spent two years at a college studying a level 2 
animal care diploma. Alongside being at college, 
I had a part-time job working as a dog grooming 
assistant. This allowed me to have a hands-on 
approach and to gain practical skills that I would 
be needing for a future dedicated to working with 
animals.

What made you want to study your  
chosen subject?

Although I loved dog grooming, I knew it wasn’t 
the right career path for me. I have always wanted 
to work within a veterinary practice. It has been 
my dream for as long as I can remember and 
thanks to Open Study College my dream became 
a reality.

What was your motivation for studying?

I like to live by the quote “the expert in anything 
was once a beginner”. This helped me to motivate 
myself, even when I thought I was never going to 
achieve my goal.

Why did you choose distance learning  
over traditional study methods?

I chose distance learning over traditional studying 
methods as it allows you study from the comfort 
of your own home. I believe that a classroom is 
not for everybody and, therefore, studying in a 
classroom will not be as effective. As someone 
who found school challenging, I definitely 
recommend distance learning to anyone who  
is also struggling/has struggled.

Why did you choose to study with Open  
Study College?

I chose Open Study College as I know that when 
you sign up to your course, you are assigned a 
tutor that is available to help you every step of 
the way. They are only ever an email away. I also 
chose Open Study College because there are no 
strict guidelines, this allowed me to balance a job 
whilst studying.

What have you enjoyed most about  
your studies?

I have enjoyed the wide range of topics involved 
in my assignments, it has allowed me to broaden 
my horizons.

What do you plan to do with your course  
after completing your studies?

It is with great thanks to Open Study College and 
the wonderful tutor that I was assigned, that I am 
now in my first ever ‘veterinary care assistant’ job. 
I plan on using my knowledge that I have gained 
through completing this course and applying it 
whilst working in a veterinary practice.

Do you plan to study any further in the future?

Some day in the future I would like to progress 
my role and become a veterinary nurse.

Is there anything else you’d like to add?

Thank you! I would recommend this course  
and this college to anyone I know that is planning 
to study.

LAILA’S STORY
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Possible careers include:

• Events assistant
• Wedding planner
• Conference and events assistant

EVENT MANAGEMENT
The events industry is ever-changing, and with such a vast range of events being held day in,  
day out, there are plenty of opportunities out there. A career in events is fast-paced, challenging  
and very exciting… and no two days are ever the same! If a career in events sounds like it could  
be for you, why not enrol on an event planning course with Open Study College to get started?
 
Event management courses include:

• Introduction to Event Management Level 2
• Event Management Level 3
• Wedding Planner Level 3

Explore all of our event management  
courses here.

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/event-management-2?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/event-management-level-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/ncfe-wedding-planner?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/event-management-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/event-management-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus


50  |  Open Study College prospectus    www.openstudycollege.com  |  0330 311 4092

FASHION STYLING
Have you dreamt of becoming a fashion stylist? 

Well, now you can. You can study our Fashion Styling course 
from anywhere, at your own pace, in your own time.

You’ll get interactive materials with videos, research activities 
which involve you contacting magazines to work with, and it 
includes a section on how to get hired with lots of websites 
and tips to help you find work as a stylist in the industry!

Your tutor, Dennis, has his own fashion label and has styled 
celebrities for the Jonathan Ross show, styled shows for 
London Fashion Week and has also styled commercial 
fashion brands such as Snickers and Sassoon. He’s worked 
as the head of wardrobe for several feature films too!

The course gives you the option to include a practical 
weekend styling your own fashion shoot, which will help build 
your portfolio to support you as a fashion stylist/assistant.

Find out more, visit our fashion styling course page here.
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HOW TO BECOME A 
PERSONAL TRAINER

What is a personal trainer?

A personal trainer (PT) works with clients to help 
them achieve their health and fitness goals. They 
create a personalised fitness plan and guide and 
mentor their clients through these sessions.

Personal trainers often work for themselves 
but can also be employed by gyms and fitness 
centres. Highly-skilled personal trainers may also 
work with professional athletes.

Personal trainers will often work in gyms but 
can also go to clients’ homes, parks and other 
outdoor areas.

A personal trainer differs from a fitness instructor 
as they have more knowledge and will tailor their 
clients’ fitness programmes and offer professional 
nutrition advice to each individual.
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What are the key responsibilities of  
a personal trainer?

Where you work will determine your daily 
responsibilities, but typical duties for a  
personal trainer include:

•  Demonstrating exercises and routines  
to clients.

•  Assisting clients in exercises to minimise  
injury and promote fitness.

•  Modify exercises according to each client’s 
fitness levels.

•  Monitoring client progress.
•  Providing information or resources on  

general fitness and health issues.
•  Providing emergency first aid if necessary.

In any place of work as a personal fitness trainer, 
it’s important to remember that in addition to 
helping clients achieve their goals, you’ll also be 
responsible for their safety during your workouts 
together, and for encouraging a positive mindset.

What qualifications do you need to  
become a personal trainer?

To work as a personal trainer you’ll need  
a level 3 qualification in personal training,  
ideally one accredited by a reputable  
organisation such as ActiveIQ.

It’s not necessary to have a degree to be 
a personal trainer. However, if you wish to 
undertake a higher education qualification,  
the most relevant subjects include:

•  Fitness and personal training.
•  Health and fitness management.
•  Health, nutrition and exercise science.
•  Personal training.
•  Sports science.

Required skills and qualities of  
a personal trainer

As a personal trainer, you will spend all of your 
time working either one to one or with a small 
group of people. It’s important that you enjoy 
working with other people and are confident  
in leading sessions.

HOW TO BECOME A PERSONAL 
TRAINER CONTINUED...

You’ll need to have:

•  The ability to inspire clients.
•  A friendly and outgoing personality.
•  Excellent people skills to enable you  

to work with a range of individuals with  
different backgrounds and motivations.

•  A good understanding of the human  
body and nutrition.

•  A love of health and fitness.
•  Excellent timekeeping and  

organisational skills.
•  The ability to deliver a high level of  

customer care.
•  Excellent oral communication skills.
•  Awareness and understanding of 

safeguarding practice and policy.
•  High levels of enthusiasm and drive.
•  Problem-solving and stress  

management skills.
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Personal trainer salary

Most personal trainers are self-
employed and work on a freelance 
basis. They are therefore paid by the 
hour for each session they provide. 
You can set your own rates, the more 
experience you have the higher your 
rates can be.

Freelance instructors can expect to 
earn between £20 and £40 an hour. 
This could be much higher at £50 to 
£100 per hour in some locations or if 
you’re working with high profile clients.

For those employed by a gym or 
similar, expect to start on a salary 
between £14,000 and £16,000.  
This can rise to between £20,000  
and £30,000 with experience.

HOW TO BECOME A PERSONAL 
TRAINER CONTINUED...
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FITNESS AND NUTRITION
If you’ve always wanted to inspire others to keep fit and live well, we have over 30 fitness and nutrition 
courses available that will allow you to gain the knowledge required to work with clients and help them 
to become healthier. Turn your dream into a reality and study a course from our fitness and nutrition 
range today!
Here’s a taster of the fitness and nutrition courses and qualifications we have to offer:
 
Fitness and personal training

•  Active IQ Level 2 Certificate in Gym Instructing
•  Active IQ Level 3 Diploma in Personal Training
•  Active IQ Level 3 Award in Supporting Pre and 

Postnatal Clients with Exercise and Nutrition

Nutrition

•  Active IQ Level 2 Award in Understanding 
Nutrition Performance and Healthy Eating

•  NCFE CACHE Level 2 Certificate in 
Understanding Nutrition and Health

•  Weight Management Consultant Level 4

 
 

 
Sports and coaching

• Sports Coaching Level 3
• Sports Therapy Level 3
• Yoga Teacher Level 3

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To view all of our fitness and sport courses  
click here.

To explore our nutrition and diet courses,  
click here.

Possible careers include:

• Personal trainer
• Fitness instructor
• Nutritionist
• Yoga teacher
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“I CHOSE OPEN STUDY COLLEGE 
BECAUSE THEY OFFER A GREAT 
CHOICE OF PAYMENT METHODS WHICH 
SUITED MY NEEDS. THE COURSE HAS 
OPENED UP FURTHER OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR ME. I’VE SINCE BEEN OFFERED 
THE CHANCE TO COMPLETE MY 
PARAMEDIC TRAINING WITH THE 
FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. DISTANCE 
LEARNING COURSES ALLOW PEOPLE 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE WHAT THEY 
WANT TO BE IN LIFE.”
Marc 
Studied Sports Injury Level 3

“
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
As the UK’s ageing population continues to grow, jobs in the health and social care industries  
become more and more important. It’s the perfect career for anyone who is caring and empathetic.  
We offer over 50 courses and qualifications to help you achieve a career in health and social care.

Here’s a sample of the health and social care courses we provide:
 
Medical practice

• Medical and Clinical Administration Level 3
• Dental Practice Management Level 3
•  CACHE Level 2 Prevention and Control  

of Infection

Special needs awareness

• Dyslexia Awareness Level 2
• Stroke Awareness Level 3
•  Supporting Children and Young People  

with Autism Level 3

 

 
Social care

•  CACHE Level 2 Certificate in Health  
and Social Care

•  CACHE Level 2 Extended Diploma in  
Health and Social Care

•  CACHE Level 3 Certificate in Preparing  
to Work in Adult Social Care QCF

•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Certificate in Health  
and Social Care

 
 
 
 
 
Click here to view all of our health and social  
care courses.

Possible careers include:

• Social care support worker
• Care assistant
• Residential support worker
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HISTORY
If you love learning about the past and historical events, 
why not think about studying a history course? 

Whether you want to study as a hobby, or you may want to 
improve your knowledge for work... Whatever your reason  
for wanting to study history, we can help find the right course 
for you!

• Fascism and Nazism 1919 -1945 - Short Course
• Genealogy Level 2
• Mid Tudor Crisis – Short Course
• Researching Local History Level 3
• World War 1 and 2 Level 3
• Palaeontology Level 3

Click here to view all of our history courses
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LANGUAGES
Learning a new language with one of our 
language courses can help with so many  
aspects of your life… A new language can 
increase your employability and give you a 
competitive advantage over other candidates.

It could even help you to bag a job abroad! 
Or, you may want to learn a new language for 
personal reasons, like communicating when you 
go on holiday or to make a move abroad easier.

The language courses we offer aim to take from 
beginner to an advanced level of knowledge.  
We provide over 20 language courses, including:

• Arabic
• English
• French
• German
• Japanese

• Mandarin
• Portuguese
• Russian
• Spanish
… and more!

For a full list of language courses, click here.
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LAW
Thought about becoming a lawyer or solicitor?

If you are looking to kickstart a career in law  
and politics, or are just interested in the theory 
behind it all, explore what courses we can 
offer you. Here’s your chance to develop your 
knowledge and discover whether it’s the right 
career path for you.

With a selection of courses available, you’re sure 
to find a course for you. Our courses are a brilliant 
starting point for anyone wanting to work in law, 
and a great way to improve and expand your 
knowledge. So, if you’re interested in finding  
out more about law and the judicial system then 
why not study a law course from our range?

The law courses we offer include:

• Introduction to Law Studies Level 3
• Employment Law Level 3
• Youth Justice Studies Level 3
• Business Law Level 4
•  Level 4 Diploma in Conveyancing  

Law and Practice

View all law courses here.
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PROPERTY
Fancy yourself as a bit of a property guru? If you love designing living spaces and want to turn your 
interests into a career, why not study one of our interior design courses? Or, maybe you are looking 
for a rewarding, flexible career as a mortgage adviser? Our CeMAP courses are a convenient way to 
achieve a nationally recognised mortgage adviser qualification.

Our property courses cover the following areas:
 
Design

• Interior Design Level 3
• Outdoor Living Level 3
• Property Development Level 3

Mortgage adviser

• CeMAP Module 1 UK Financial Regulation
•  CeMAP Modules 2 and 3 Mortgages and 

Assessment of Mortgage Advice Knowledge
•  Certificate in Mortgage Practice and Advice 

CeMAP Modules 1, 2 and 3

 
 
 
 
 
Explore all of our property courses here.

Possible careers include:

• Property developer
• Interior designer
• Mortgage adviser
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PSYCHOLOGY & COUNSELLING
If understanding people’s behaviour and 
the human brain appeals to you, we have a 
selection of psychology course options for 
you. Or if helping people through difficult 
points in their  
life seems incredibly rewarding to you, take  
a look at the counselling courses we offer. 

Whatever your desired career path, find a 
course that will set you up on the right track. 
These areas could include working with 
children, helping to rehabilitate criminals, or 
supporting someone through grief or stress. 
We have a wide variety of over 30 counselling 
and psychology courses available to boost 
your knowledge. Find an area that interests 
you the most.

And with the seal of approval from 
the Accredited Counsellors, Coaches, 
Psychotherapists and Hypnotherapists 
(ACCPH) body, our counselling courses  
will allow students to become an ACCPH 
member on completion.

Counselling

• Introduction to Counselling Level 2
• CBT and Counselling Level 3
• Counselling Children and Adolescents Level 4
•  Advanced Counsellor and Psychotherapist Level 4
• Mindfulness Level 3
•  NCFE CACHE Level 3 Diploma in Counselling Skills

Psychology

• Introduction to Psychology Level 2
• Child Psychology Level 3
• NLP and Psychology Level 3
• Advanced Psychology Level 4

Possible careers include:

• Counsellor
• Cognitive behavioural therapist

To view all of our counselling courses, click here.

To view all of our psychology courses, click here.

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/intro-counselling-course?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cbt-counselling-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/counselling-children-adolescents-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/advanced-counselling-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/mindfulness-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/ncfe-cache-level-3-diploma-in-counselling-skills?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/introduction-psychology-2?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/ocn-child-psychology-course?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/nlp-psychology-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/advanced-psychology-4?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/counselling-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/psychology-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus


62  |  Open Study College prospectus    www.openstudycollege.com  |  0330 311 4092

Being happy at work is key to loving your 
job and being successful in your job. Watch 
Rebecca talk about how she finally found a  
job that she loves. She has some brilliant advice 
if you’re hoping to find a career that can make 
you happier in your work.

Watch Rebecca’s video
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ARE YOU  
HAPPY  
IN YOUR  
CAREER?

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ACR6m0fi4Zc
https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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TRAVEL & TOURISM
Have you always dreamt of working in the travel and tourism industry? 

Getting paid to travel the world and check out new resorts? It might sound too good to be  
true, but our courses can help you to achieve your dream career and a job you love in the  
tourism industry!

Here’s a sample the industry recognised courses and qualifications we offer:

• Amadeus Expert
• Cabin Crew Diploma
• PSA Passenger Service Agent Diploma
• Sabre Booking System Training Course
• Airport Ground Handling Level 3
• Hotel and Hospitality Level 4 Level 5

To view all of our travel and tourism courses 
click here.

Possible careers include:

• Flight attendant
• Travel agent
• Holiday representative

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/amadeus-expert?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/cabin-crew-diploma?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/passenger-service-agent-diploma?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/sabre-training-course?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/airport-ground-handling-level-3?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/courses/hotel-hospitality-diploma?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/travel-tourism-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/travel-tourism-courses?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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FAQS
  WHEN CAN I ENROL ON A COURSE?
Anytime! Our courses are designed to fit around 
your lifestyle, so you decide when to start – 
there’s no waiting around for term times to start.

  HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE  
TO COMPLETE A COURSE?

Courses are given an overall duration, but within 
that time it is completely flexible. Whether it takes 
four weeks or 12 months depends on how much 
time you put into it.

  ARE A LEVELS AND GCSES STUDIED VIA 
HOME LEARNING THE SAME AS THOSE 
STUDIED IN SCHOOL OR COLLEGE?

Yes! With Open Study College, you can study 
exactly the same A Level or GCSE as someone 
in a traditional school or college, but with the 
flexibility and benefits of home learning. You study 
the same course, take the same examinations and 
get the same qualification, with full tutor support 
via email to help you throughout your course.

  HOW WILL I CHOOSE THE  
RIGHT COURSE FOR ME?

Take some time to think about what you want 
to achieve, then take a look through our course 
details to find the perfect course for you

Alternatively, give our team of education 
specialists a call on 0330 311 4092 and  
they will be happy to help match you with  
the best course.

  CAN I CANCEL THE COURSE  
IF I CHANGE MY MIND?

We’re confident that all our courses meet the 
highest level of quality. However, should you 
decide it’s not for you, simply let us know and 
return all course materials within fourteen  
days of receiving your course materials and 
we’ll happily issue you a full refund. Terms and 
Conditions apply - see our website for full terms.

  I LIVE OUTSIDE OF THE UK.  
CAN I STILL ENROL ON A COURSE?

Yes, the benefits of distance learning extend  
past the UK. We deliver printed courses to  
nearly all parts of the world, and if you choose  
an online version, you will be able to access it 
within a few days.

  WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
ONLINE AND STUDY PACK?

If you choose to purchase a study pack you  
will receive all of your study materials in printed 
format, along with a study guide, an OSC pen 
with highlighter and a notebook. If you choose to 
study online, you’ll receive access to our exclusive 
e-learning portal within 24 hours of your order 
being processed, which will house all of your 
study materials in electronic format.
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 HOW SOON AFTER I ENROL WILL  
 I BE ABLE TO START THE COURSE?
For those who have chosen an online course,  
you will receive access to your course materials 
within 48 hours! And for anyone who opts  
for a study pack will receive their materials  
within ten working days, although normally  
it’s much quicker. 

 HOW DO I PAY FOR MY COURSE?
Paying in full is the easiest and most 
straightforward way to pay for your course. 
However, we realise that sometimes you may 
need a little help, which is why at Open Study 
College we partner with etika to offer our 
students the option of spreading the cost of  
their studies up to 36 months. If you don’t feel  
that either of these options are suitable, please 
don’t worry, we have other options available  
and our course advisers will work with you to  
find the best plan. Find out more about our 
finance plans here.

  IS THERE A TIME LIMIT FOR THE 
COMPLETION OF MY COURSE?

Your study is up to you. You can complete your 
course in as much or as little time as you need.

Although our distance learning courses are time 
flexible, you still have a time limit for completing 
your course. Check the course page under 
‘course duration’ as these will vary depending  
on each course.

We always allow plenty of time to complete a 
course, so you are able to study at a pace that 
suits you!

You are also able to extend your course duration 
should you need to for an additional fee. Contact 
student support for more information on this.

 

  HOW DOES DISTANCE LEARNING  
WORK WITH EXAMS?

Where we provide exams that can be included, 
we have certain partnerships with exam centres. 
Details of this will always be provided on the 
course page so make sure you are able to travel 
to the exam centre before you include this within 
your cost.

If you have a course with exams included or you 
have added these on, when you are ready to take 
your exams, contact us and we will book these  
for you.

On some courses where external exams aren’t 
available, it means we don’t have partnerships 
with exam boards. You will need to get in touch 
with the exam centres yourself as you will sit the 
exam as a ‘private candidate’.
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MORE FAQS

If you have any other questions about enrolling with us, please give our team of education 
specialists a call on 0330 311 4092

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/finance-plans?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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Here at Open Study College, we have helped 
more than 100,000 learners over the last  
13 years to enrol on courses that have helped 
them to achieve their goals.

We are dedicated to supporting our learners and 
pride ourselves on our service and care. For new 
students, our education specialists are on hand 
via phone and live chat to help you select the 
perfect course. If you have any questions in the 
meantime, visit our how it works page or FAQs.

Once you’ve enrolled, the support doesn’t stop 
there. As an OSC learner, you will get a personal 
tutor who you can contact at any time via email, 
and access to our student services team for any 
queries or questions over the phone or email for 
the duration of your course.

To view our latest reviews, visit our Trustpilot 
page here.

WE ARE 
PROUD TO BE 
RATED 4.8 OUT 
OF 5 STARS ON 
TRUSTPILOT 
FROM 
THOUSANDS 
OF HAPPY 
LEARNERS
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TRUSTPILOT

Teaching Assistant Course
I embarked on a combined Teaching Assistant course through the 
Open Study College because I always wanted to pursue a career 
in education. I already had a degree but having young children 
and a household income that couldn’t accommodate any financial 
cuts, going back to university wasn’t an option. Home study was 
and the payment plans on offer from OSC were though and I was 
able to compete both level two and three in two years at my own 
pace; a perfect means to balance family life, work and studying. 
The course materials were great and clear. With the addition of 
suggested extra reading I feel my knowledge base grew and it 
enhanced my drive to study more. My course tutor also was really 
helpful. Everything was done via email and she was always really 
responsive and constructive with her analysis of my work. I’m  
really sad my course has now finished, but I’m so happy I made  
the choice to invest in my education via the Open Study College.

I strongly recommand Open Sudy College
I strongly recommand Open Sudy College. The Student Suport 
team is great and always helpful as well as my tutor who’s support 
and advices are helping me a lot in my studies. I am attending 
AAT Accounting Foundation Level 2 and I really enjoy to study the 
materials sent by OSC.

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://uk.trustpilot.com/review/www.openstudycollege.com
https://uk.trustpilot.com/review/www.openstudycollege.com
https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
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WHAT NEXT?
VISIT OUR WEBSITE 
TO ENROL ONLINE

CALL US

SCHEDULE A CALL BACK

FOLLOW US

www.openstudycollege.com

Call our team of friendly  
education specialists who can  
help advise and guide you through  
your enrolment on

0330 311 4092

Schedule a call back with one of 
our education specialists at a time 
to suit you. Click here.

@OpenStudyColl

@openstudycoll

Open Study College

@openstudycollege

https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/variant/book-a-callback?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://www.openstudycollege.com/?utm_source=prospectus&utm_medium=download&utm_campaign=OSCprospectus
https://twitter.com/openstudycoll
https://www.instagram.com/openstudycoll/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/open-study-college/?challengeId=AQH-Puu_3nDEpAAAAXwO-zmnsxVDjUl0KJHac6NwVFc7q0wJtHce7BiMgvcVZh4lXDZj0qW7Um7hF0gOfZ1G1xtY7mcFqY9Sow&submissionId=b883cece-983b-a716-7a75-46c8b4c91b51
https://www.facebook.com/openstudycollege

